even when the British arms are operating without coordination
when you force yourself on the British power. Experience-
teaches rs that hearty coordination and cooperation is impossible
where mutual trust and respect are wanting. British presence'
invites the Japanese, it promotes communal disunion and other-
discords, and what is perhaps the worst of all, deepens the hatred
born of impotence. Orderly British withdrawal will turn the-
hatred into affection and will automatically remove communal
distemper. So far as I can see two communities are unable tq|
think or see things in their proper perspective as long as they
are under the influence of the third power.
(Harijan, May 31, 1942, p. 175)
(C)   FREE INDIA CAN HELP BEST
Answering to the question of a press correspondent
whether his present policy as revealed by his writings did not
vitiate his own declaration that he was a friend of China,.
Gandhiji said: "My answer is an emphatic 'no'."
I remain the passionate friend of China that I have always
claimed to be. I know what the loss of freedom means. There-^5
fore, I could not but be in sympathy with China which is my
next-door neighbour in distress. And, if I believed in violence
and if I could influence India, I would put in motion every force
at my command on behalf of China to save her liberty. In
making, therefore, the suggestion which I have made about
withdrawal of British power, I have not lost sight of China.
But because I have China in mind, I feel that the only effective
way for India to help China is to persuade Great Britain to free
India and let a free India make her full contribution to the
war effort. Instead of being sullen and discontented, India fre$
will be a mighty force for the good of mankind in general. It
is true that the solution I have presented is a heroic solution
beyond the ken of Englishmen. But being a true friend of Bri-
tain and China and Russia, I must not suppress the solution
which I believe to be eminently practical and probably the only
one in order to save the situation and in order to convert the
war into a power for good instead of being what it is, a peril
to humanity.
"I AM NOT PRO-JAPANESE"
"Pandit Nehru told me yesterday that he heard people in
Lahore and Delhi saying that I have turned pro-Japanese. I
could only laugh at the suggestion, for, if I am sincere in my
passion for freedom, I could not consciously or unconsciously
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